gom rtlheir parents’ lives. This inherited memory bore a name: Adam, Seth
: rr;z;:né{:‘i;:n from memories, good and evil things were also inherited—
‘ To change this, general love of humanity had to replace the blood bonds
He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and h :
who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”® , i
‘ Jesus also went to people not of his tribe, to the Samaritan woman
Jev.vs had nothing in common with Samaritans.’® Christ Jesus came fr '
Gahlee,.a. country of the most mixed blood possible. -
A spirit on a distant star looking at the earth would see the physical earth
penetrated and surrounded by an ether and an astral body. If this spirit had
obsc?rved earth evolution from Abraham to the present day it WOll;)ld have
see its colours change at the moment when the blood flowed from Christ’
wounds. An initiation like that of Paul the apostle could not have happenes

before the coming of the Christ. This initiati
) external initiation had be i
when the earth’s whole astral body changed. i

Question concerning the future of Christianity

Cl?rzs{ianity has such infinite depths that it is quite impossible to see
how it will develop. As a religion it is the last. It has all the potential for
developn.zent. Theosophy merely serves Christianity.

' The'dlfference between the Christ and the other founders of great religions
is th.at.m Fhe other religions people believe in what the founders taught, in
Christianity people believe in what the Christ himself represents. A

Healing influence of the ether body on the physical
body

Mental diseases are partly due to the fact that the ether body does not
have t.he power to influence certain parts of the physical body. If the ether
body is too weak to control part of the body, this part will get.sick If
strengthen the ether body you have helped. S
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The mystery of Golgotha
Koln, 2 December 1906

The secret behind the mystery of Golgotha is one of the most profound
secrets in world evolution. We will need to go back through millennia in
earth evolution and let occult wisdom illumine it. It is true that the things
Christ Jesus has done should be understood by ordinary people, this does
not go against delving more deeply into the mystery of Golgotha. For
complete understanding of this, the greatest phenomenon on earth, we must,
however, enter into the depths of mystery wisdom.

In this session we’ Il therefore be concerned with going deeply into mystery
wisdom so that we may understand how such a thing as the mystery of
Golgotha could happen. We need to remember that when the Christ appeared
on earth something happened that truly brought a major change in human
history. We’ll understand this most easily if we consider the question as to
who Christ Jesus really was. For the occultist, this question has two parts.
We have to distinguish between the individual who lived in Palestine at that
time and lived to the age of 30, and what then became of this individual.

Jesus became the Christ in his thirtieth year. In ordinary people, only
small parts of the astral body, ether body and physical body have become
manas, buddhi and atman,”" or spirit self, life spirit and spirit human being.
Jesus of Nazareth was a third-degree chela. His bodies were thus at a high
level of purification. Complete cleansing, sanctification and purification had
been achieved in his astral body, ether body and physical body. When a
chela has gone through these three purification stages in his three bodies he
is able at a given time in his life to give up his I. In the thirtieth year, the I of
Jesus left the three bodies and went over into the astral world, leaving three
sanctified bodies on earth that had been hollowed out by the I, as it were, so
that there was room in them for a higher spirit. The I of Jesus of Nazareth
thus made the great sacrifice in his thirtieth year of offering his purified
bodies to the Christ spirit. The Christ filled those three bodies. After this
time we refer to him as Christ Jesus, who walked on this earth for three
years and did great things in the body of Jesus.

To understand who the Christ was we must go back a long way in the
evolution of the earth and of humanity. Before it became earth, the earth
was the ancient Moon. This is not the same as our present moon, which is
just a piece of earth that has split off. Before the earth became Moon it was
Sun, and before that, Saturn. We thus have to understand that milliards of
years ago a body existed in cosmic space that was ancient Saturn. A planet
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evolves through a number of incarnations. Before our earth was earth, it
existed as Saturn, Sun and Moon. Let us first of all go the Sun. There the
‘fire spirits’ were at the level which human beings have reached on earth
today. They did not look the way present-day human beings look, however.
Those sublime spirits went through their human stage on the Sun under
completely different conditions than people do on earth today. On the Moon,
another group of spirits went through the human stage—the lunar pitris,
Moon spirits, who are now at a higher level than human beings. In Christian
esotericism they are called angeloi or angels. Man only became ‘man’ on
earth. The lunar pitris are one stage higher than man, and the fire spirits
above them are at a very high level of evolution.

We now come to the earth, to the condition of the Lemurian race who
lived on a continent between present-day Asia, Africa and Australia. Physical
entities then existed on earth that were higher than today’s animals and less
developed than today’s human beings. They created a kind of housing or
case, a dwelling place. They would have grown decadent if they had not
been inseminated by higher spirits. It was at that time that souls final ly entered
into the human physical body. Those souls then prepared what was later to
become the human body. The physical housings of human bodies were on
earth, and higher spirits let soul substance flow into these from the worlds
of spirit. This soul principle was still connected with the worlds of spirit. It
was like water, drops of which were poured into a number of vessels. The
spirits who poured out the soul principle were those who had completed
their human stage on the Moon, the Moon spirits. They were now one level
higher than human beings and able to pour part of their essence into humanity,
so that this might develop further (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1

This made it possible for man to transform his organism more and more.
Man was able to rise from the ground, stand upright, walk, learn to talk
grow independent.

A relationship existed between all these souls, for they came from a
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community of spirits. All those who had received a drop eachffrorr.lba
communal spirit showed great similarity. In thg past, mgmbers of a tribe
would have souls showing such similarity. Later it was nations, for instance
the whole Egyptian, the whole Hebrew nation. They had souls that came
on source. ' .
fror’?hiclslrgg:l spirits had given human beings the spirit self in man. This
made man an I, someone with self awareness. The.re was something, hc?vyever,
which the Moon spirits could not give, only a single, communal spmtlthat
was even higher and had completed its human stage on the Sun was able tg
do this—a fire spirit. Many such fire spirits ha(.i Fieveloped on the Sun an
were sublime spirits on earth. One such fire spirit was called upon to pour
out his essence over the whole of humanity. A communal spirit was there
for the whole earth, and this was able to pour ou‘t the element of thelSur;
spirits or fire spirits, the buddhi or life spirit, dO}ng SO over t.he /:v:)o te 0
humanity with all its members. But in the Lem}lrlan race and in At an gan
times human beings were not yet ripe to receive anything from this 1:n
spirit. Looking at the akashic record of t'hat time one finds that streln;)gedy
enough, human beings consisted of physical b'ody, ether body, iaﬂ;’trab dczi h};
and spirit self. The spirit self was, hov.vev'er., still very t.enuous. lebu
or life spirit was present around every m.d1v1dual but this coul(% only be ds‘eer?
in astral space. In astral space every individual had such a budfihl surroun mg;
but this buddhi, being around the outside of the human being, was not ye

ripe to enter into him (Fig. 2).
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It was part of the one great fire spirit who had'poured out his dr'opletli
over humanity; these, however, could not yet enter into the hurqan pelngs.
was the deed of the Christ on earth that develop_efi the pc?tentlal in human
beings to receive the principle we call the buddhi into their manas.
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The preparations for the Christ’s deed on earth were made by the other
great teachers who preceded him. Buddha, the last of the Zarathustras and
Pythagoras’™ were great spirits who had already made much of the principle
that only existed around human beings their own. They had taken this spark
of the Christ into the I-human being. Moses was another. But the other human
beings had not yet received this spark into the I-human being .

The whole of this fire spirit, the common source spring of all the sparks
of spirit for human beings, had entered into the physical body, ether body
and astral body of Jesus of Nazareth. That is the Christ, the unique divine
spirit that does not exist in any other form on earth. It entered into Jesus of
Nazareth so that those who felt connected with Christ Jesus were given the
strength to receive the buddhi into themselves. The coming of the Christ
meant that the potential began to be there for receiving the buddhi. John
called this the divine creator-word. The divine creator-word is the fire spirit
who poured his sparks into human beings.

The following then happened. The Moon spirits made it possible for
communal tribes to exist among humanity. The Christ was a single spirit for
the whole earth, so that people were united in a family that encompassed the
whole earth. Before, differences had existed between people in that different
Moon spirits poured out their drops over the earth. Now humanity became
one through the powers that came from Christ Jesus. The principle that came
to the earth with Christ Jesus is one that unites human beings.

When the Christ spoke of the day of Jjudgement, his words were: ‘When
the son of man shall come in his glory’—meaning ‘when the drops of the
Christ will all have flowed into human beings, when all people have become
brothers’—’he shall say to those on his right hand, Come, you are the blessed
of my father, inherit the realm prepared for you from the foundation of the
world! For I was hungry and you gave me food: I was thirsty and you gave
me to drink.” ™ There will then be no difference between people except for
good and evil.

He said to his disciples: ‘Inasmuch as you have done it for one of the
least of my brothers, you have done it for me.’ ”* This means that Christ
Jesus was referring to the time when the drops he had poured will have been
received by human beings in such a way that anyone seeing another person
knows that the same substance lives in both of them. The strength needed to
make it at all possible for the buddhi to be called awake in human beings
came from the life of the Christ on earth. We must therefore see the Christ as
the spirit of community here on earth.

If we were able to look down on the earth from a distant star and do so
through millennia, we would discover a moment in time when the Christ
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was influencing the earth in such a way that. a}l astral matter was pepett:atded
by the Christ. The Christ is the earth spirit, apd the egrth is .hl.S ody.
Everything that lives, sprouts and grows on earth is the Christ. Heisin ev:ttl'ly
grain of seed, in all trees and in everything that grows and spron‘lts on earth.
The Christ therefore had to say, as he pointed to the' bread: ‘This is mz
body.” > And he had to say of the juice of the grape—it was not fe;rngnte ;
wine at the last supper—This is my blood,” " fo_r the juice of the fruits o
this earth is his blood. Because of this human beings alsq had t9 appe?rlto
him to be walking about on his body. He therefore also salq to his dls.mlrl) esi
after the washing of the feet: ‘He who eats my t.)reafi has lifted up h|§ e;
against me.’¥’ This must be taken literally, considering .that the earth is t c;
body of the Christ. It is exactly because he has made himself the be;lrer 0
earth evolution that a distant spirit would be able to see that more an ;nore
of his spirit is entering into human beings—the substance of Chnst ; ;sus
entering into every individual human being. In the end that spirit \ZOE se}e1
the whole earth transformed, bearing people wbo hz?ve been' goc?ded t Fgu g
the Christ. Anything that has not taken part in this godding is set aside calls
evil. It has to wait for a later time when it may develop and become goo l.
Before the coming of the Christ, all nations on earth had myst(?rles. n
the mysteries it was shown what was to happen in future. The puplls »;en'i
through long preparations to prepare them fc?r entombment. The hlerop an
would then be able to take the pupil to a higher state of conscmusgess,b a
kind of deep sleep. In earlier times, copscious awareness always he; to 13
suppressed if the divine was to appear in the human being. The soud wm:he
be taken through the regions of the spiritual world, and after three ays ©
individual would be restored to life by the hierophant. He then felt hlrrs;:
to be a new person. He would be given a new name. He would be called a
Sonlr(:ftlfior(ril'ystery of Golgotha this whole process h.appened 9utwardl)ll( or;
the physical plane. Before, the pupils would be enhvenfad with a s;})lar ?“
the Christ spirit, and they would be told: one da'y there will be Oni lw ol wbe
make it possible for all human beings to be ch.rlsted. That one will truly o
the word become flesh. You can only know this for three da){s, when youh
be walking through the realms of the heavens. But there will be onle w (;
always walks through the heavenly reil(;ms, and he will take the realms o
ith him into the physical world.
hea;/":; v::;lerience whicll: an initiate had on the astral plar}e washto tt)le
presented on the physical plane by the Christ‘. It was tl}e experience that the
divine word had been there from the beginning, pouring its drf)p.s outhc?vc?r
human beings, though the I-people were not yet able to take it in. This is
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what John tells us, John who proclaimed the I-human being, who was christed
who ’had taken the Christ into himself. That is the meaning of the ‘word’ in’
Johp s gospel. He spoke of the word that was on the earth from the very
beginning:
In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the
word was a god.
This was with God in the beginning.
All th.'flt exist‘s has come into being through it, and nothing that has
come into eX{stence has done so except through it. In it was life, and
life was the light of mankind. And the light shone into the darkness
but the darkness did not comprehend it. ’
There came to be a man, sent by God, and his name was John.
He came to witness, that he bear witness of the light, that all might
believe through him.
He was not the light, but a witness of the light.
For thg true light, that illumines all men, was to come into the world.
It was in the world, and the world came into being through it, but the
world did not know it. ,
It came ipto individual human beings (it came to the I-people); but
the mdlwduall human beings (the I-people) did not receive it.
Those who did receive it were able through this to reveal themselves
to be children of God.
Those who believed in his name were born not of the blood, nor the
will of the flesh, nor the human will, but were born of God.
And the.: word }.1as become flesh and dwelt among us and we have
heard his teaching of the son at one with the father, full of devotion
and truth.*
Tl}e word ‘devotion’ in verse 14 meant the same to John as ‘buddhi’;
truth is ‘manas’, wisdom, the ’spirit self’. ’
JOhl:l bears witness to him, saying clearly: This was the one of whom
I said: after me will come the one who was before me, for he has
preceded me.
Out of'his fullness we all received grace upon grace. For the law has
been given through Moses, but grace and truth entered into existence
through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever had sight of God. The once-born son who was within
the .fa.tt_ler.of the world, he has come to be the leader in this beholding.
Evet:y mltl‘atl'OI‘l }nt‘o the mysteries of the spirit pointed to this coming of
the Christ. This initiation was given in the yoga sleep, the Orphic sleep, the
Hermes sleep. When the initiate woke again in his body, when he was able
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to hear and speak again, using physical senses, he said the words which in
Hebrew were ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani!’ *° meaning ‘my God, my God,
how you have raised me up high!’
That was the initiation known in ancient Judaism. The initiate would be
in the higher worlds for three days and experience the whole progress of
future human evolution, what was to come for him in human evolution. In
the perceptions he had during the three days, the future stages for humanity
were not as a rule seen in abstract form but every stage was represented by
an individual. The initiate would perceive twelve people. They represented
the twelve stages of inner development. Powers of soul thus appeared before
him in the form of human individuals. At a given moment the initiate would
see a particular scene. He would see his own individual nature taken to the
stage where the whole of humanity is filled with buddhi, meaning that it will
be christed. He would see himself in the God, with the powers of soul ranged
behind. Immediately behind him stood John, the final figure who indicates
that he had reached completion. He would see himself transfigured in a state
he would achieve when he had reached completion; his powers of soul
personified, with John the final stage of completion, proclaiming the Christ
stage. In the yoga sleep those twelve figures would then make a group,
gathering for the ‘mystic communion” as it was called. This would be as
follows. The human being sitting surrounded by the powers of soul would
say to himself: these are at one with me; they have taken me through earth
evolution. 1 have walked with the feet of these apostles. The communion
meal means that the twelve powers of soul are at one with the human being.

Completion or perfection is reached when the lower soul qualities drop
away and only the higher ones remain. Humanity will no longer have those
lower powers in time to come, an example being the power of reproduction.
John’s very power of soul will have brought it about that those powers are
then lifted up into the loving heart. Rivers of spiritual love will flow from it.
When the Christ is in us, the heart is the organ which is most powerful in us.
The lower power of soul will then have been raised from the lower abdomen
to the heart. Every initiate experienced this as the mystery of the heart. It
came to expression in the words ‘my God, my God, how you have raised
me up high!’

With the coming of Christ Jesus, the whole mystery, the whole experience,
was brought to realization in the physical plane. Brotherhoods existed in
Palestine at that time that had evolved from the old Essene order. They
would have such a communion meal as a symbol for the mystic last supper.
The term ‘to eat the Easter lamb’ is a general term for what happened at
Easter. Jesus sat down at table with the twelve and instituted the communion
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meal with the words: ‘At the end of earth evolution all people will have
received what I have brought to the earth; then this will be true: this is my
body, this is my blood.” He then said: ‘One of you will betray me.” ™ Egotism,
lower desire, is the betrayer. The disciple whom the Lord loved knew this,
for he lay against his lap. For as long as this power is there, it will kill—
sexual reproduction and death are mutually conditional. This power which
now lies in the sexual element ascends higher in the body—to the heart. The
disciple shows this in the gospel by moving up to the heart. Just as it is
certain that it is lower desire which is the betrayer, so it is certain that the
lower power of soul is raised higher. ‘One of the disciples lay in the lap of
Jesus—he then lay against the breast of Jesus.’ ”° This signified that all the
lower powers, all egotism, had been raised to the heart. Jesus then repeated
the words “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani!’® for his disciples. ‘Now the son of
man has been glorified and God glorified in him.’

What happened in the mysteries was the same as what later happened on
Golgotha. Under the cross stood the disciple whom the Lord loved, who
had lain in his lap at the last supper and has been raised to the breast. The
female figures, his mother, his mother’s sister Mary and Mary Magdalene,
were also there. It does not say in John’s gospel that the mother of Jesus was
called Mary but that his mother’s sister was called Mary. His mother was
called Sophia.

John baptized Jesus in the river Jordan. A dove came down from heaven.
That was a moment of spiritual insemination. The mother of Jesus who was
inseminated here—who is she? The chela Jesus of Nazareth, divesting himself
of his I at this moment, the highly developed manas, was inseminated, with
the buddhi entering. The highly developed manas which received the buddhi
was wisdom, Sophia, the mother, who was inseminated by Jesus’ father.
The name Mary, the same as Maya, is the name of ‘mother’ in general. In
the Bible we read: The angel came to her and said: ‘Hail to you, sweetest
one. Behold you will be fruitful and bear a son. The holy spirit shall come
upon you and the power of the highest shall overshadow you.” ** The holy
ghost is the father of Jesus; the dove that flew down inseminated the Sophia
who was in Jesus.

The text should thus be read to say: ‘By the cross stood Sophia, the
mother of Jesus.” He spoke to this mother, saying: ‘Woman, this is your
son.” He had himself transferred the Sophia who had been in him to John.
He made him the son of Sophia, saying: ‘This is your mother.” ‘From now
on you must acknowledge divine wisdom to be your mother and dedicate
yourself'solely to her.” What John has written was this divine wisdom, Sophia,
embodied in the gospel of John itself. He received the knowledge from
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Jesus himself, and was authorized by the Christ to transfer the wisdom to
the?i::reatest spirit on earth had to be incama'lted in a body. Th-lS body ha;i
to die, to be killed, the blood had to flow. This means somethmg_specna .
Wherever the blood is, there is the self. If all the old self-commumt'lfcj,s v:iere
to end, then selfhood, which has its seat in the blood, had to be sac(:irl flc(geh or}[
one occasion. All individual egotisms ﬂoweq away with the blool od frlsll
on the cross. The blood of tribal commun!tles became j(he blood of a
humanity when the blood of Christ was §acr1ﬁced at that time. iR
Then again something happened which an astral observer wouh v
noted in the astral atmosphere. The earth’s whole astra.l atmosphere lcd ang :
at the moment when he died, and events were possible that wou ldnezzr
have been possible before. Sudden initiation—l}ke that of Paul;wli)uﬂ rlsin
have been possible before. It has becorpe possible because wntl t ﬁ? :t thag.i,
of Christ’s blood the whole of humanity became a communa s;: ] S
time the self flowed from the blood of Jesus’ wour‘1ds. Only the t reﬁ ‘ot Fy
remained on the cross and were later given new life by tl'1e risen C l’l: ; ;
the moment when the Christ left the body, the th'ree bodies were s(ci) E roaﬁ
that they were themselves able to say the wo_rds \fvhlch the transﬁhgurc.:' ’ um
being would speak after his initiation: ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabacht a}r:.l. e
Those words would have shown all those who knew somet m%l ob
mystery wisdom that this was a mystery. A mi.nor c‘hagge rpade to the btza;ex
text has given us the words we read in the Bible: ‘Eli, Eli, lanza asa !
This means: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.
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Purifying the blood by removing egoism through the Mystery of
Golgotha
Berlin, 1 April 1907

Today we are going to talk about the Mystery of Golgotha. At the
same time we'll be looking at Easter in the light of spiritual science. A
week ago, I said that the Mystery of Golgotha had not only been
significant in the evolution of human history but that it is of the most
profound significance for the whole of earth evolution, and we do, of
course, include the human being in this earth evolution. At the time I
drew your attention to the way an observer of our globe, someone
who had been able to look at our planet from a distant planet for
millennia before our present calendar started, would have perceived
the way the planet changed. Such an observer looking down from a
distant planet would indeed have seen the appearance of the earth
change through those millennia. And if the eye had been clairvoyant,
able to observe not only the physical events on our planet but also the
non-physical changes, it would have seen that the whole spiritual
atmosphere of the earth changed, became different, when Christ Jesus
came to the earth.

Just as the human being has a physical body, ether body and astral
body, so does the earth, too, have a physical body, ether body and
astral body. We are all of us surrounded not merely by air, but also by
the ether body and the astral body of the earth. Such a clairvoyant
observer would see this ether and astral body of the earth. It would
have had a specific colour and a specific way of moving up to the time
of the coming of Christ Jesus. Then, however, it changed, assuming
new colours and new movement. This event has such a profound
effect on our earth and on human evolution that the whole spiritual
content of the earth then changed.

You should not think that this happened suddenly as the Christ was
born, suffered and died. It had been in preparation for centuries in the
spiritual content of our planet and has not reached completion to this
day. With clairvoyant vision one would be able to see how the new
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spiritual element that came to the earth at that time is still in the process
of condensing and consolidating. It will be a long time yet before all
the fruits that were produced at the coming of Christ Jesus have been
received into the earth.

To understand what this is about we must once more let the whole
of earth evolution go through our minds. We have to go back to the
time in earth evolution when man's present form was only evolving,
developing. We call this the Lemurian age. We reach it by going back
through the different historical periods of our present age.

Today we live in the fifth sub-period of the fifth main era of the
earth. Going back to the time of the Graeco-Latin peoples, to a time
when that wonderful art developed which really only came into
existence in the Greek period, a time when the Romans developed
their legal way of thinking, we would be in the fourth sub-age of our
era. Going even further back we would come to a time when the
Egyptian, Babylonian and Chaldean civilization was at its height.
Beyond this we should find the time when there came the first
beginnings of a life in the spirit, with Zarathustra bringing the first
culture of the mind. That would have been the second sub-age. Even
further back we'd come to the most ancient Indian peoples, not the
culture of which the Vedas and the Bhagavad Gita speak, but the pre-
Vedic peoples who were taught by the holy Rishis themselves. That
was a marvellous ancient civilization, and clairvoyants are still able to
see the whole of it. It was the first period of development, immediately
preceded by the flooding of the earth in which the Atlantean continent
that used to be between Europe and America was washed away.

Our ancestors lived in Atlantis, the people of the fourth main era.
They did not yet have a social order, for there were no rules, no laws.
Nor did they have logical thinking or the ability to do sums. Hements
of counting only come up towards the end of the Atlantean age.
Memory gradually came to be the highest inner power. Man then lived

in marvellous interaction with nature. We only have the right idea of
Atlantean culture, however, if we realize that physical conditions on
earth were very different from those that developed later. Central
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European legends still hold memories of those early Atlantean times in
Niflheim (land of mists), which was full of dense, heavy mists. All life
forms then lived in such dense, heavy mists, and because of this
conditions were also very different in the life of soul and spirit.

It would take too long to go into more detail about the Atlantean
age. I just wanted to, and had to, mention it briefly, so that we may
move on © the time when human beings assumed their present form.
For this we would have to go back not only to a flood but to
tremendous upheavals caused by powers of fire. These fiery upheavals
destroyed the land which in theosophical literature is known as
Lemuria. It lay far down to the south, extending from the north of
Africa to southemn Australia. This was the region where man first
appeared in his present form.

Going far back into Lemurian times we would see people walk
about on the earth who were very different from people today, figures
we should not yet call human, for they did not yet have the seed of the
human soul in them which alone would enable them to rise to higher
levels of development. We would find people there who only had the
bodies that envelop the soul, people who had only a physical body,
ether body and astral body. And their astral bodies had a depression,
a kind of bay, in them—figuratively speaking—for the reception of self
awareness. Essentially the four parts of the enveloping human form
were already there, but the principle you call 'T' today, a principle that
lives in you, was still in the keeping of the godhead then.

Figures were thus walking about on this earth. To describe those
human figures that were ready to receive the core of essential human
nature, I'd have to say they were completely different from today's
human beings. You would think them to be utterly grotesque, going to
the very limits of ugliness. Where today's human beings have air all
around them, those human 'casings' vere surrounded by a spiritual
atmosphere. They were surrounded by a spiritual sphere of air in
which they were alive and active.
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To give you a diagram of the human beings of that time, I'd have to
draw them like vessels, as it were, vessels ready to receive the higher
soul quality into themselves (Fig. 20). The inner space is meant to be a
hollow made in the astral body and this is ready to receive a higher
soul quality into itself. That higher soul element was still in .the
surrounding atmosphere, the layer of spiritual air. Something which
today is inside you was not yet inside human beings at that time, but
moved around them. You have to understand, of course, that the spirit
can assume different forms and that the element which was then your
spirit did not need a physical body. Further development actually
consisted in the human spirit coming to dwell in a physical body where
it developed further inwardly as soul. Something which today lives in
you was then living outside you, in the spiritual atmosphere thgt was
around you. At that time, the individual souls which today live in
separate bodies were not yet separate and individual.

Let us think of this glass of water containing thousands of droplets,
all connected with each other. All the souls which were later to be
distributed among human beings were like this, soul drops in this
spiritual atmosphere, but as though dissolved to make a uniform, fluid
element. And you may go on and image this: if I were to take a
thousand tiny sponges and let tiem absorb a thousand drops, those
thousand drops would then be distributed among the thousand tiny
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spongc?s. That is how you should think of the way the spiritual principle
was distributed in Lemurian times. Having been all around on the
outside before, this principle then came down nto the bodies and
Separate entities were created. Just as the thousand droplets of water
would be individualized in the thousand tiny sponges, so was the
commgnal spiritual substance individualized in the separate  human
forms in Lemuria. At the beginning of the Lemurian age, every human
form did not immediately receive the soul fully into itself. To show the
way the soul content was received in my diagram, I'd have to do it like
this ‘(Fig. 20). I'd also have to show, however, that much of it
remained outside the body, in the surrounding area. The body was
thus surrounded by a spiritual content that was of the same kind as the
part that was already inside the human form.

Evolution for the Lemurian and Atlantean periods and into our time
meant that the element that was outside the physical body was
gradua.lly drawn into the body. This happened throughout the
Lemurian and the whole of the Atlantean age. You have to imagine
that human beings were in a permanent state of being half asleep and
half awgke, though they also had a kind of clairvoyance. If someone
WI?OSC mnner eye had been opened could have looked at the human
bemgg of Atlantean times, these would have looked the way someone
who. 1s asleep does today. When a human being lies asleep, the
physical and etheric body lies in bed, and the higher spiritual cont:ent is
spread around it. It is exactly because it is outside that the individual
falls asleep. You would see an Atlantean in such a permanent state of
sleep; yet this would be full of lively dreams.

One individual approaching another in those times would not have
seen the other the way we do today, sharply defined; instead, a colour
form would arise in the first individual's soul. This colour f:on“n was
such that if the other individual was congenial, it would indicate
sympathy; with someone uncongenial it would show unsympathetic
colour nuances. In those times human beings would perceive the world
around them in a more clairvoyant way. The more the spiritual
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substance entered into them, the more did their state of consciousness
become like the one we know in full daytime awareness today.
The process in which the soul came down into the physical body
also had its physical aspect, a secondary physical fact. In the Old
Testament this is significantly referred to in the words: 'And the Lord
God ... breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a
living soul."” Truth is, it was not only air that was breathed into man
at the time but the spiritual human being that filled him with life. You
have to understand that the matter which lives all around us is not
simply physical matter or substance. With every breath you inhale not
only physical air but also spirit. It is perfectly true that when the
physical air was inhaled at that time, in the way in which it is done by
people in their present-day form, everything I have drawn here came
down into the physical form. This is what the passage in the Old
Testament refers to. And if you were to ask: “What was the human
body at that time, when the soul came down from being in the keeping
of the godhead?’ The body was the air, and today you still breathe the
element which at that time came down into the body of human beings.
For the principle we call the spirit is in the air. The air 5 merely the
body, the substance, of the spirit.
You also have to understand that something else was connected
with this way of breathing air, with the spirit coming down into the
human form. It was closely bound up with what we call the warm
blood of man, or rather blood that was warmer than the surroundings.
Before this moment in time had come in earth evolution, there were no
warm-blooded life forms. Warm-blooded animals only came into
existence at a later stage. This breathing was therefore connected with
warmbloodedness, and this meant that something else also happened
then. A certain quantity, a certain amount of warmth entered into the
human being, the blood warmth you still have today. This is a higher
kind of warmth than the warmth in the world around you. In those
days, at the time that preceded this actual time when man came into
being, something was present in the environment of our ancestors that
was very different from the spirit embodied in the air.
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You can get an idea of what was also present in the earth's
atmosphere if you consider the following—not literally, a bit
figuratively, yet also real—if you consider the warmth present in the
different human beings who lived on earth, [if you consider] the
warmth that lives in your blood, and then the warmth that has flowed
out into your surroundings, and all this warmth enveloping the earth, all
the blood warmth, therefore, all warmth that comes from the blood
and flows within us—is the warmth that used to be around us on the
outside in the past. Just as it is true that the spirit which used to be
outside you is now inside you, so it is true that the warmth which was
outside you is now inside you.

We would thus reach the time when the whole earth was enveloped
in an atmosphere of heat. Another spirit was embodied in this warmth
atmosphere, a spirit that was like the spirits who had been on the
Sun—meaning one of the three planets that had preceded the earth.
These had reached perfection at the time when the Sun was still a
planet. The spirit embodied in this heat had reached a level of
completion, perfection, which otherwise has been reached only by the
spirits who achieved completion on the Sun planet at that time and
dwell in the sun today. It is a fact that at the time when this warmth
enveloped the earth there was in it the bearer of a unique spirit for the
whole of humanity. And for a long time after this, the warmth that
surrounded the earth was the bearer of one particular spirituality for all
humanity, a spirituality which is no other but that of the spirit of the
earth itself.

Just as every human being has his own spirit, is filled with his own
spirituality, so for someone who is able to perceive these things, every
plant and every material thing is at the same time also an expression of
a spiritual entity. And our earth is the body or spiritual expression of
the earth spirit. The blood warmth enables the earth spirit to enter into
the human being. In the blood warmth which lives in the human being,
and in pre-Lemurian times lived outside the human being, we have the
medium by which the spirit of the earth enters into the human being
himself.
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You have to imagine, therefore, that at the time when actual human
development began in Lemurian times, the spirit which belonged to the
air came down upon human beings, and then the higher spirit began to
come down which is in the warmth of the blood, the actual earth spirit.
The relationship between these two spirits is such that we may say:
“The spirit which has the air for its body is the one that has made it
possible for human beings to gain speech.” For the configuration of the
human organism which makes the present-day breathing process
possible, also makes speech possible. Speech developed in Atlantean
times, and came to its highest expression in the ability to utter the word
T towards the end of the Atlantean period.

The process began in Lemurian times and gradually reached
perfection towards the end of Atlantean times. The Bible says: 'And
the Lord God ... breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.' This was gradually perfected until it became the
word T, until the spirit began to speak out of the inner human being
and began to call itself, out of the inner human being: 'Y-a-h-w-e-h'.
That is at the same time the eternal core and essence of every
individual human being: 'l am the one I am, the one I was and the one
who shall be.' 'I am' is the deepest inmost core. It came into man at
that time and will remain for all eternity as the human being's individual
spirit.

This was the first outpouring of the godhead. It is called the
outpouring of the spirit, or of Yahweh. In the mythologies of religious
peoples, which are always more intelligent than scientific treatises, this
outpouring of the spirit or of Yahweh is described as a breath in the
air, something that moves over the earth in the air. Ancient German
legend, and also Jewish, Hebrew legend, where Yahweh is the god of
the tempest or the wind, shows that this is a divinity which has its outer
body in the flow of the air and has poured into the human being.

Because of its essential nature this divinity did indeed play a role in
human beings becoming individual when it entered into them. The
uniform, fluid element which prior to the Flood had been all around
humanity on a magnificent scale, was divided up among individual
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human beings, like the water being absorbed into tiny sponges. But
this could not make the human being wholly individual. Human beings
had to find the transition to complete individualization. They were not
ordained to be complete individuals right away. Initially they formed
groups. We have mentioned before that people lived in small tribal
groups. They did not as yet feel themselves to be separate individuals.
The human individual felt himself to be entirely part of such a tribal
group or family, just as a hand is part of the body. Modemn people
with their very different way of thinking cannot really imagine what it is
like to belong to a tribe, feeling oneself part of the tribal body. But that
is how i was, and the more the small tribes spread, and the family
came to be the tribe, the more individual did people become.

You have to think of this as a process of singling out, of
progressively becoming more individual, as bound to the human
being's blood. You can understand it if I tell you one thing, and I
would ask you to remember it. The pouring out of the spirit in
Lemurian times was not uniform. You would have been able to see
many spirits coming down on to the earth from the spiritual
surroundings of the earth. Many individual spirits were coming down.
Speaking of Yahweh, we are not speaking of a single divinity but the
spirits of many nations. The Jews know that it was one of many
divinities. Nations were split up into tribes because many such souls of
nations—please note that these were something real—were coming
down. And the more they developed, the more did they live in
families, in tribes, which then came together in large tribal nations. One
thing that was not possible at that time was for all to come together in
a great universal brotherhood. It will only gradually be possible for all
of humanity on earth to come together, because apart from this
sending out of the spirit and ensouling human beings with this spirit,
which has come down into many souls of nations, there is also
something that lived in the warmth of the earth, not in the air, and this
more universal principle has also entered into human beings. In
Christian esoteric terms, the element which came first is also called the
Holy Spirit. Speaking of the old spirits that have come down, we
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should really refer to many holy spirits, many Yahwehs. When we
speak of the spirit that has all warmth in it, we can only refer to a
single one. In Christian esoteric terms this is called the Logos, the
Christ, the universal spirit of the human race on earth.

Just consider that everything which lives in the spirit self, everything
we call manas, came down in a multiplicity, and that everything we call
budhi poured itself out over humanity as a spiritual oneness, and you
have the difference. You'll then understand that humanity needed to be
prepared first by the outpouring of the spirit before the outpouring of
the Christos, of the budhi, the life spirit. Up to the time when Christ
Jesus appeared on earth, everything there was of the Christ spirit was
a oneness. It was a uniform sphere surrounding the whole earth, the
solid earth being its skeletal system, as it were. If you take the solid
earth with everything that is in it, and add to this the warmth that
surrounds the earth, you more or less have the body of the Christ
spirit, as it is called. Hence the beautiful words in the Gospel of John,
where Christ Jesus refers to himself as the spirit of the earth: 'He who
eats my bread has lifted his heel against me."'* What do we eat when
we eat? Bread. We eat the bread which is the body of the Christ. And
in walking on the earth we do the other thing—we lift our heel against
the Christ. This must be taken quite literally.

Just as in Lemurian times the Yahweh spirit poured something of
the element of the spirit into separate individuals, so during the ages
that preceded Christ Jesus and in those that followed, the Christ spirit
gradually poured in, the Christ spirit which has its body in the blood
warmth. When the whole of the Christ spirit has been poured out into
individual human beings, the Christian spirit, the great brotherhood of
humanity, will have conquered the earth. Then there simply will no
longer be any thought of cliques and small groupings, but only
awareness of humanity as a brotherhood. There will be the greatest
degree of individualization, yet each will be drawn to the other. The
small tribal and national communities will have given way to the
community of the life spirit, the budhi, the community of the Christ.
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The eye of a soul looking down clairvoyantly on our planet would
then see this. It would be able to follow the way in which the Christ
spirit had been wholly in the sphere surrounding the earth and had then
poured into individual human beings. It would see the earth changing
more and more. Other colours and moods would appear. An element
that had been in the sphere surrounding the earth would then have to
be looked for in the inmost being of individual human beings. This is
what the coming of Christ Jesus means; it is the cosmic significance of
this event.

Anything else you may find in the spiritual development of our earth
has been preparation. The coming of the Christ was in preparation for
centuries. The preparation for this event which was so important for
the whole of cosmic earth evolution was such that the Christ showed
human beings how to overcome the narrow limits of tribal
relationships. You know Mercury, Hermes Trismegistos, the Persian
Zarathustra, the Indians Krishna and Buddha and the Greek
Pythagoras. The Christos spirit, which until then had been in the earth's
surroundings, began to enter into human beings. Then came a band of
time when religions were founded; there we can see the process of
transformation advancing more and more, and we can get to know the
nature of the Christian spirit.

The outpouring of the spirit—what effect was it able to have? It
was able to bring it about that love was tied to the blood. In those
early times when tribal communities had not yet developed, people
loved one another no less than they do today. In fact, they loved one
another more, but it was in the way a mother loves her child and the
child his mother. Love was therefore more due to nature. Blood felt
drawn to blood, and people felt they belonged together because of

this. But the people drawn to such blood-based communities
progressed further in their development and this meant that their
sympathies became more individual. This led to smaller groupings,
families and communities, which then became part of larger
communities. Individual people were, however, getting more egoistical
and self-seeking. The situation thus was the following. On the one
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hand humanity was getting more selfish, and on the other hand the
influence of the Christ made people one. On the one hand we have
individualization, with the individual progressively more independent,
and on the other the unifying nature of the Christian spirit. These two
streams must come fully into their own before it will be possible to
have a condition on earth where everyone is independent and on the
other hand also connected with everyone else, for each will be filled
with the 'Christ spirit, as it is called.

We must clearly understand that all this is connected with the
blood, and that originally something came to expression in human
blood that brought to light feeling and inner responsiveness. These
would come into play within the blood relationship, but they brought
about blood-based love. We must also understand that feelings then
became more egoistical. Self-seeking came to be increasingly more
present in the blood. That is the secret of human evolution, that the
blood gained more and more of the quality of self-seeking. This blood
which had grown egoistical had to be overcome.

The principle which was excessive egoism in the human blood ran
from the wounds of Christ Jesus on the cross in real mysticism; it
became an offering. If this blood had not flowed, self-seeking would
have grown more and more in human blood as evolution progressed.
The cleansing of the blood from self-seeking—this is what the Mystery
of Golgotha achieved. By this deed of love, human blood was saved
from its self-seeking.

It is impossible to perceive the cosmic significance of the event on
Golgotha if one only sees a human being hanging on a cross, bleeding
from a wound made by a lance. The profound mystical significance of
this event is that vicariously this is the blood which humanity had to
lose in order to be redeemed. We shall never understand the Christian
spirit if we take these things in a materialistic sense only, knowing only
the material event and not also the spiritual principle which lies behind
it. This spiritual principle is the regenerative power of the redeemer’s
blood that flowed on the cross. We shall only understand the further
evolution of the human race if we perceive how crucial this fact is,
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realizing that the most tremendous and complete change in humanity's
spiritual evolution on earth is connected with this fact.

If we consider this evolution on earth, we find that in early times,
before the Christos principle entered into human souls, the mysteries
of the spirit were profound centres of teaching and ritual. The more the
Christ came into the world, the more did the Mysteries of the Son
unfold; and in future the Mysteries of the Father will be important. We
are told of them in the Book of Revelation.

Let us go back to the Mysteries of the Spirit. They were initially
established in a place that would have been between Europe and
America and has long since vanished. The nursery of the great adepts
was founded there, inaugurating the Mysteries of the Spirit that have
continued into our age. People who had given evidence of having
achieved maturity could be initiated in the Mysteries of the Spirit. The
mystery centres would accept people who had been adequately
instructed and purified. There they would receive the teachings, the
theosophy, that is the basis of all religions, teachings we receive today
through the science of the spirit. They would have purified their
instinctive drives, trained to bring order into their thinking, and then
have learned not only to love people who were blood-related but to
embrace the whole of humanity in love. They had become 'homeless
people'. The process which occurs at the highest levels of human
development is one that points to the future.

Initiation at the ancient mystery temples continued on into the last
pre-Christian centuries. We see evidence of this in the Egyptian
pyramids. There the disciple who had come so far that he was able to
love the whole of humanity would be put to sleep for three days. His
physical body would be as if dead, in total lethargy. The initiator
would be able to draw his spirit forth from him the way your spirit is
drawn from your body every night when you're asleep. Just as it is true
that this spirit is unconscious in ordinary sleep, so it is true that it would
be conscious in disciples who had been fully prepared. The
interference that comes from the physical body would no longer be

there. But in those three days the disciples would be able to remember

264

everything they had learned before; they were able to take this into
their body.

Because the candidate had been leamning, taking in the necessary
concepts and feelings, the initiator was now able to let him experience
as a spiritual reality everything he had previously worked for and taken
in by way of inner feelings. The soul would wander through the astral
and devachanic world during the three days when it was out of the
body. It would encounter the reality of what it had previously learned,
and the individual thus came to know, to be initiated. The theosophical
teachings ceased to be mere theory; now they were something in
which he himself had been, as though in a living element. When he
woke again in his body and looked at his physical surroundings, a
sound would come to his lips that must wrest itself from the soul of its
own accord when after wandering through the world of the spirit for
three and a half days the soul found itself back in the physical world
again. The soul was then aware that the I had become a citizen of
higher worlds, that it had been in those worlds and could now speak
to people about its experience in those worlds. Speaking of the world
of the spirit from experience, he had become a herald of the spirit in
the physical world, a missionary of the spirit. And this comes to
expression in the words: 'Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani!"'' which means:
'Oh God, my God, you have indeed glorified me!" These were the
words one would have been able to hear from every individual who
had been initiated in this way.

If you had examined such an individual with regard to his whole
essential nature, you would have found that someone who was
initiated in the mysteries of the spirit became a herald of something
which in Christ Jesus was given for the whole of humanity. The budhi
had, however, only awoken inwardly, in the 'ether body', as it is
called, of such an initiate. Initiates in the spirit, in whom the Son, the
Christos, had inwardly awakened, existed throughout antiquity in pre-
Christian times. This Christos had not penetrated as far as the physical
body, but he had been awakened in the ether body. Those initiates
had become immortal as ether human beings.
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The great step forward for humanity came because what applied to
the great initiates in the spirit also applied to Christ Jesus coming to the
earth. But in the case of the individual who died on the cross, this
applied right down to the physical body. Everything which in the
ancient mysteries could be experienced when out of the body could be
seen on the physical plane in this one case, because of the event on
Golgotha. It became visible even for those who had only physical
eyes. In earlier times, initiates who were able to progress that far
would be able to see it. They would feel at one with God because,
being the chosen, they experienced inwardly how life must conquer
death. Now, however, this was no longer necessary. With the event
on Golgotha it had taken place in front of human eyes. There it
happened that life overcame death. And through the connection with
this unique event, through the bond that connects every individual with
it, like a family bond, something was given that replaced the things
which had been given to individuals in the Mysteries of the Spirit.

There is one great, significant image from the Mysteries of the Spirit
which I must describe to you if you are to understand the Mysteries of
the Son. I had to describe how the individual who lay in his sleep for
three and a half days was surrounded by twelve human forms, as
though he were sitting around a table with them. And how should they
appear to someone who had had experiences of the higher worlds as
an initiate? Twelve of his incarnations would appear to him, twelve of
the bodies he had gone through before. Those twelve bodies were
nothing more or less than what he bore within himself as the elements
of his body. In occult terms, the luman body is divided into twelve
parts, and these are a recapitulation of twelve incarnations in which the
individual human being is gradually purified and taken to a higher level
of perfection. The individual would thus feel himself to be surrounded
by the forms or figures which he himself had gone through in earlier
times, and he would say to himself: "The one form you had before lives
in one part of you; the second form lives in another, the third in again
another, the fourth, and so on.” They are thus aound you like the
guests sitting at a meal with their host.
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This image would appear before the soul of every individual
entering into the Mysteries of the Spirit. It was the Son of Man vyho
brought this to an end, no longer the son of a family, a tribe, a nation,
but the son of the whole of humanity. It was really the thirteenth who
had the greatest perfection among the twelve. Being outside his earthly
self, he saw himself as the thirteenth.

Let us now consider how the experiences every candidate would
have in the higher world came to be repeated in Christ Jesus. It is
covered with a kind of veil, the way everything given outwardly,
exoterically, is veiled. The Easter feast celebrated by the Christ and
the twelve was not to be an ordinary feast. It was to be something
else—a recapitulation on the physical plane of the experience which
the initiates in the spirit had had a number of times on the higher plane.

In Luke's gospel, chapter 22, verses 7 - 12, we read: 'When the
day of unleavened bread came, ... they said to him, “Where do you
wish us to prepare it?” And he told them, “Now when you enter the
city, a man will meet you who is carrying a jar of water. Follow him
into the house where he is going. Then speak to the master of the
house, saying, The teacher says to you, Where is the guest room so
that I may eat the Passover there with my disciples? And he will show
you a large upper room which has been set out ready; prepare for us
there.” '

During the feast he explained once again that the bread was his
body, that the blood flowing in his body was like the sap in the body
of a plant. It was right for him to say, with reference to the plant sap,
the wine: 'This is my blood, and it was right for him to say this
because he is the spirit of the earth. It is right for him to say of all
substance: 'This is my body,' and of all juices: 'This is my blood.'

Then comes the scene where Christ Jesus developed the
Mysteries of the Spirit further into the Mysteries of the Son, @d
ultimately into the Mysteries of the Father. Again you must consider
the twelve apostles sitting around him to be an embodiment of the
twelve parts of his own body. If you really contemplate this, using
inner delicacy and discretion as you approach a passage which

267



unveils—or rather veils—the deepest truth of the Christian spirit, you
will be able to encompass in your mind the transition from the
Mysteries of the Spirit to those of the Son.

Consider once again what had to happen as the Mysteries of the
Son were approaching. People had to become aware that the blood
had to give up its connection with blood bonds. One day blood bonds
would mean less to people than their egoism. Looking to the future
mission of the Christian spirit, Christ Jesus realized that this could only
be achieved by his sacrifice. It had to be thus. For times would come
when people grew more and more egoistical in order to gain their
freedom. The excess of egoistical blood therefore had to be sacrificed
in a cosmic deed, so that human beings, however independent, might
one day be able to unite in one great brotherhood. The egoistical
element exists particularly because of the human race; it has grown
more and more, and it needs to be made spiritual, to be ennobled, by
the Christian spirit. Human beings are thus getting more and nore
independent. Let us take a look, however, at something which has
since come to girdle the earth—our forms of transport. What are they
but arrangements to satisfy our egoism? Everything thought up by
using the rational mind and common sense has only been thought up to
satisfy our egoism, even if only in a roundabout way. Humanity was
less egoistical when grain was still ground by using two stones.
Humanity had to grow independent, however, and therefore also had
to go through egoism, with the whole of our civilization providing the
material basis for this.

Someone initiated in the Mysteries of the Spirit thus sees his own
incarnations, with himself at the head, as the part which is now the
most perfect, just as the Son of Man saw the group of disciples
around him as versions of himself. Someone who looks into the future
will see the configurations humanity will need to go through. Anyone
who lives through the Mysteries of the Son sees into the future, to the
end of earth evolution, when the earth state changes into a new star
state. Christ Jesus was therefore able to say of the former state: 'You
who are sitting around me represent different degrees of perfection,
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and when I look into the future, you, as you are sitting around me
here, represent the twelve stations. These must be overcome,
however. I must guide them through myself to the Father. I must guide
you to the Father as though through myself, so that the earth may
achieve a higher degree of perfection. All sensuality, all drives,
passions and affects attaching to human beings must be overcome.
This can be seen in symbolic form in what happened with the twelve.
The age that followed is represented in Judas Iscariot. The
representative of low sensuality is closely connected with the
representative of the greatest moral and ethical qualities. It is Judas
Iscariot who really betrayed the Christian spirit immediately
afterwards. Oh, a time will come when it will look as though what
happened on Golgotha is also happening all over the earth! It will look
as if egoism was to bring death for the Christ, the budhi. It will be the
time of the Antichrist. It is law that everything that happened around
the cross will also have to happen on the physical plane. What
happened on Golgotha does a the same time also have profogn@ly
symbolic significance. Judas' betrayal signifies the lower drives gaining
the upper hand. All things sensual must, however, become spiritual.

We thus have reference made here to the future evolution of
humanity within the earth. I have spoken of this on several occasions.
Everything of a lower nature will drop away from human beings. The
future human being is already preparing in the human race. They will
not be creative then the way they are today. They will not be working
out of their lower passions. Today they produce the word, which can
embody the most sublime, and they will become more and more
creative through the word. They have grown more egoistical because
of their sexuality, and they will be selfless again once that sexuality
drops away.

Today the word is produced on a stream of air coming from the
larynx; in humanity's future the word will be productive again. Boys'
voices break at puberty. It will be the voice which will be productive.
And in becoming productive, this word will at the same time—in the
future, for the whole situation will be turned around—give expression
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to human control over the air. It means that the principle which
originally breathed through man will cause a transformation in
something which is even more deeply connected with essential human
nature. The word will be creative with regard to the preparation of the
blood. Even the blood of man will be transformed. It will only be able
to produce pure, selfless feelings. A human race will arise that is
creative through the word. Selflessness will be transformed into a
quality of the blood, and the thinking organ will be transformed to be
in the heart. This is one of the two evolutions that will follow
Christianity. The age when egoism rules is represented by Judas
[scariot. Anyone taking an unbiased look at world events can see how
sexuality is capable of betraying man as spirit, to kill him. But human
beings who today can produce the word as something higher in
themselves will one day be creative through the word. This will be
when the heart is the organ of their mind and spirit.

I would now ask you to apply this to the gospel and note a
passage which puts what I have just been saying in a truly wonderful
way, with magnificent symbolism. Consider what will follow when
Christianity has grown selfless and brotherly; how Judas Iscariot
embodies everything that makes people egoistical; and consider also
the direction in which humanity will develop through the twelve
stations—to the form which Christ Jesus himself assumed. Everything
rises upwards towards the heart.

The way the transformation occurs is such that creative power
pushes upwards from the lap to the heart. This has to come to
expression in the one who represents the highest form and is closest to
Jesus. Now read this: 'One of the disciples, the one whom Jesus
loved, lay in Jesus' lap at the table. Simon Peter beckoned to him,
indicating he should ask which one it was. He then leaned against the
breast of Jesus and said to him: "Lord, which one is it?"''?> The
passage tells us how the lowest power of production in man moves up
into the breast, shown here by Christ Jesus' closest disciple. The
Mystery of the Son, of Jesus, is suggested in the most delicate way.
One cannot think of a more magnificent way. You will see that it is
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meant to be a mystery if you read what the initiated disciple himself
writes at the end of this whole scene, having had living experience of
how he would be transformed and come to the Father through the
Son. What was he then able to say? At a higher level, he was able to
say what initiates are able to say: 'Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani.' Those are
his words. Read it for yourselves in John's gospel: 'And Jesus said:
Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him.""?

This Easter feast was the preparation for what then happened on
the physical plane. In contemplating Christ's death we learn of death
being overcome on the physical plane, and egoistical blood being
overcome as the blood flowed from his wounds. We also come to
perceive the great prospect that lies ahead as the words are once
again heard coming from the cross, out of an awareness of what the
future holds: 'The earth will have reached the goal of a great
brotherliness, of becoming spiritual, overcoming everything that could
drag the human spirit down.'

Those who have gone through this with the Christ will be able to
gather around him once they leave earth evolution behind and rise to a
higher form of evolution. And perceiving that the perfecting of the
earth has been accomplished, Christ Jesus will once again be able to
call out words he once called out on the cross: 'Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani!' that is ¢ My Lord, my Lord, how you have glorified the I
in humanity, making it spiritual.' That is the meaning of these words.
There is a later translation which is wrong, taking up the lines from the
psalm.''* But the proper translation of the words is the one you have
now heard. Those are the words that express the Mystery of
Golgotha: My God, my God, how greatly you have glorified me,
made me spiritual.'

These words reveal to us how the spirit wrests itself free of the
body. The Mystery of the Son reveals to us how at that time, the inner
visionary eye of the world's redeemer looked ahead to the end of the
earth's perfecting and put the great goal of humanity in words,
speaking of overcoming all differences and the founding of utter human
love. This goal will only be reached if people learn to enter more and
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more in a spiritual way into the world of the spirit. For it is in the spirit
that humanity comes to be at one. Once human beings were at one as
they stepped forth out of the spirit, out of that oneness, out of the way
where everything merges into one in the divine. They became
individualized as they entered into individual human bodies—the way
water is individualized when droplets of it are absorbed into small
sponges. And human beings, now become individual, will be at one
again when they enter into the great bond of brotherhood, still
maintaining their individual nature. They will thus prepare themselves to
be deified creators, Just as they were gods, creators, before they came
to earth as human beings.

Human evolution took its origin in a divine spirit and it is going
back to a divine spirit. The different T's will be individual, yet at the
same time they will be a oneness, being united in the bond of
brotherhood. This oneness will give birth to a new star, the new star
which in the Book of Revelation is called 'the new Jerusalem'.!"* The
human 'T's will be born in their - nature, and then the harmonies of the
spheres will create the echo for the words in which the Mystery of
Golgotha came together, the words: 'My God, my God, how you have
glorified me!'

Those words were spoken then, in the past. They will be
repeated when human beings ascend to the highest levels, to ever
greater heights, when they will have gone through the Son to the
Father. The Son guides humanity to the end of earth evolution; then
human beings will be taken up into the cosmos again, retaining their I-
nature. The earth will go back to the Father. 'No one comes to the
Father except through me."'¢

The inner eye is able to see a long, long way if human beings are
prepared to seek insight into the profound secret of Golgotha. But
festivals like the great seasonal festivals exist as important points
where people should abandon their everyday routine, when they
should let their inner eye go out to the great milestones in evolution,
when they should survey not only centuries but millennia. We should
consider humanity in a vision that comes to the conscious mind. If we
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let the distant goal of the future come alive 1n our heart§, as the gr(;c:lt
teachers of the human race have taught us, if we let this distant gf .
come alive in us, a goal that is so far away, yet can be so close if it
becomes a power in our hearts—then alone Sh?ll we reach it. ‘

Let us resolve never to let such festivals pass by without
inscribing in our souls those great ﬁJture. pro§pect§ and goalsli for
humanity. People have time for everyday things in their everyday \tf:,
but when the bells ring on holy days, thgy do‘wel.l 'to remem_ber tf
they are children not just of their age, but in their spirit, also children o

eternity.
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