
Standing
on the
Shoulders 
of
Giants



Metaphor of dwarfs standing on the shoulders of giants (Latin: nanos gigantum humeris insidentes) 
expresses the meaning of "discovering truth by building on previous discoveries". 

The concept has been traced to the 12th century, attributed to Bernard of Chartres. 
Most familiar expression in English by Isaac Newton (1675): 
"If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of Giants."





Picture derived from Greek mythology: 

the blind giant Orion carried his servant Cedalion
on his shoulders to act as the giant's eyes.



An illustration of New Testament evangelists on the shoulders 
of Old Testament prophets, looking up at the Messiah (from the 
south rose window of Chartres Cathedral)
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Goal of this initiative

• To give an overview of published literature, with a focus on secondary literature, for the earnest student of 
spiritual science

• To provide a dashboard starting point of some 2-300 books that are like an ‘essentials’ of secondary 
literature, a continuation or natural extension of the GA

• To thereby introduce the various streams of study, in terms of personality/individuality, style and technique/ 
structure of anthroposophists that came before us, and dedicated their life to this, thereby contributing the 
fruits of their study for those who are to follow

• By the above, to allow the sharing of insights gathered, and an additional dimension of navigation, study and 
assimilation of anthroposophical study

• And .. to just provide an overview of what is available, to assist new students in their orientation



Insights
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Some people have done 
serious work



He has given more than 8,000 lectures and the complete 
edition of his writings consists of 26 volumes on 17,343 pages

Berthold Wulf (1926-2012)





Add book pictures to give a feeling of study and all that exists
In general but also per topic
Eg the systematic ones 



Systematic Study Process 
to 

Anthroposophy



Integration .. says Steiner



• Peter Selg in ‘Unbornness’ (2010), note 14

A comprehensive publication that includes all the different descriptions by Rudolf Steiner about the life of the soul between death and a new birth is 
not yet available, although he indirectly hinted at the need for this in 1923. 

• "All these things have to be collected by and by. 
Nobody should be able to say: Well, he described the passage of the human being through the time between death and a new birth first in this way and 
then in that way! If one visits a town, the first time, a second time, and so on, one will also describe things differently as one gets to know the place 
better. 
One has to bring the details together in a synopsis.
It is the same here: the different descriptions of the human experience of the supersensible world must be collected, compared, and summarized. 
Only then will it be possible to gain an impression of what the supersensible world is like and how it is experienced by the human being" 
(GA 231, pp. 11).

• 1923-11-17-A-GA231

• The experiences of man in the super-sensible world can be described in many ways. Yesterday I described them to you in another way; now I have 
been describing them to you in connection with the world of stars and with what takes place on Earth in the consecutive epochs of civilisation. 
All these descriptions must gradually be built up together into one whole.
It would be a mistake to say: Yes, but how is it that on one occasion you describe man's life between death and rebirth in one way and on another 
occasion in quite a different way? If a man goes to a city once or twice or three times, he will certainly describe things differently, as his knowledge of 
the city grows. The details of all his descriptions have then to be put together. In the same way must the descriptions of man's experiences in the 
super-sensible world be brought together, be considered and pondered in all their connections. Thus alone can we gain an impression of what the 
super-sensible world really is and what man experiences there.



From 1915-01-09-GA161

With thanks to Ernst Hagemann

1915-01-09-GA161 

Even when a person did not yet reach this stage (of clairvoyance), 
one can still help oneself upto a certain degree, slowly coming closer slowly step by step, 
to develop the capacity to feel innerly, what one is confronted with externally. 

When one takes together everything that has been lectured about in spiritual science, 
then you can compose for yourself the scheme (diagram) that was presented here today. 

You just have to go through the trouble, not just to read and read, the one thing after 
one another, but to actively try and connect the things that have the subject of the 
lectures. 

One can develop this scheme from all the lecture cycle materials that are available. And 
it is extremely useful, because when one works through all the materials offered in the 
lectures in this way, one moves on, from a purely external intake, to an inner reworking 
of the contents. And this inner work has a high value for one’s true development.

Today I gave an example, of how one can develop such a scheme from the lecture cycles.

Now I hope, that many amongst you will develop and construct such schemes on and on. 
Then the endless speculation about the contents of the lecture cycles will diminish, 
which is very good; and besides people will go through inner development through such 
amalgamations. Some people will really move on and develop themselves through such 
fruitful amalgamations. One cannot just make a few such amalgamations from the cycles 
though. 

From all that is available now as lecture materials, one can – if one really gets to it 
seriously – not make hundreds, but many, many thousands, and maybe even more, such 
amalgamations or compositions. So you see, there is enough to do, when one uses in 
such obviously fruitful approach all that has been given in the lectures. 



From 1915-01-09-GA161

Key inspiring quote for Rebholz, Hagemann

Even when a person did not yet reach this stage (of clairvoyance), 
one can still help oneself upto a certain degree, slowly coming closer slowly step by step, to develop the capacity to feel 
innerly, what one is confronted with externally. 

When one takes together everything that has been lectured about in spiritual science, then you can compose for 
yourself the scheme (diagram) that was presented here today. 

You just have to go through the trouble, not just to read and read, the one thing after one another, but to actively try 
and connect the things that have been the subject of the lectures. 

One can develop oneself this scheme from all the lecture cycle materials that are available. 

And this is extremely useful, because when one works through all the materials offered in the lectures in this way, one 
moves on, from a purely external intake, to an inner reworking of the contents. And this inner work has a high value for 
one’s true development.

Today I gave an example, of how one can develop such a scheme from the lecture cycles.

Now I hope, that many amongst you will develop and construct such schemes on and on. 

Then the endless speculation about the contents of the lecture cycles will diminish, which is very good; and besides people 
will go through inner development through such amalgamations. Some people will really move on and develop 
themselves through such fruitful amalgamations. 

One cannot just make a few such amalgamations from the cycles however.
From all that is available now as lecture materials, one can – if one really gets to it seriously – not make hundreds, but 
many, many thousands, and maybe even more, such amalgamations or compositions. 

So you see, there is enough to do, when one uses in such obviously fruitful approach all that has been given in the 
lectures. 



From same lecture 1915-01-09-GA161



From rebholz essay on L&A

• By making this subject the object of our consideration, we enter not only one of the most intimate but also one of the most difficult and inexhaustible areas of 
anthroposophy. This is especially true of the Luciferic entities. It is comparatively easy to get a picture from the various statements of the spiritual investigator of 
the nature and intentions of Ahriman and of the dangers threatening humanity from his side. This task proves much more difficult in regards to the manifold 
descriptions of the Luciferic being and his effects. Again, we are faced with the demand to reconcile a series of seemingly contradictory statements. Dr. Steiner 
says,

• Naturally, I can only describe individual details regarding the manifestations of Ahriman and Lucifer. 
But you should try to collect all the individual characteristics I have described into comprehensive pictures of them both. 

(1916-08-28-GA170, emphasis by Rebholz)


